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Steven M. Neuhaus

DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH

Dr. Jennifer L. Roman, DO
Acting Commissioner
124 Main Street
Goshen, New York 10924

Environmental Health
Phone: (845) 291-2331
Fax: (845) 291-4078
WWW.Orangecountygov.com

County Executive
April 23,2025

Mayor & Village Board

Village of South Blooming Grove
P.O. Box 295

Blooming Grove, NY 10914

Re:

Village of South Blooming Grove Consolidated W.D. #1
CWS - ID#3510641

Village of South Blooming Grove

Dear Mayor and Members of the Village Board:

We are in receipt of the letter from your engineer Mr. Alfred A. Fusco, Jr., P.E. dated April 23, 2025 (attached).
We provide the following responses noted below. Please provide something in writing, from a Village official,
that indicates Mr. Fusco’s responses are on behalf of the Village and that he speaks with the Village’s voice.

The response letter indicates “we [ ] have enclosed our schedule to the EFC on 3/26/25 which shows beginning
construction on 12/31/25....". Our office is not aware of this correspondence, nor do we see a construction
begin date of 12/31/25 on our enforceable timeline of compliance. Please clarify exactly what construction is
proposed to begin on 12/31/25. | would remind both Mr. Fusco and the Village that no construction of water
wells, tanks, pipes, or pump stations, shall commence without review and approval by our office and/or the
NYSDOH. We have yet to see any formal submissions for any water system improvement plans.

The response letter indicates “The 10/31/2027 is the date of our noncompliance not the milestones with target
dates. Those milestones do not relate to the completion of construction.” Our office strongly disagrees. Due to
the history of noncompliance by the Village our office cannot reasonably wait two and a half years to determine
if the Village has met compliance obligations. These individual deadlines are necessary to ensure the Village is
on track to meet the final deadline. We noted in previous correspondence “These deadlines will be enforced by
this department as the final set of deadlines for the system to return to compliance. Failure to adhere to these
deadlines without sufficient reason for their lapse, as determined by this department, will result in additional
enforcement action with monetary fines.” Italics and underline added for emphasis. Furthermore, review and
approval from the regulating agencies, including but not limited to our office, NYSDOH, and NYSDEC, take time,
these set compliance dates have tried to take that into account. Initial submittal of plans for both the additional
water sources, pipelines, and the water storage tank were due to be submitted on March 31, 2025. Submittal
after this deadline does potentially impact the final completion date of all work in 2027.

For clarification, the violation has already been issued, dated 4/23/25, prior to receipt of your 4/23/25 letter, for
failure to adhere to the 3/31/25 deadline. Furthermore, we are in discussion with our legal office to pursue
formal enforcement with monetary fines, as indicated in previous correspondence, and reiterated above.

The response letter indicates “...and [we] respectfully request your help in providing water for the VOSBG.” Our
office is more than willing to assist in whatever way we can, which includes prioritizing plan review once the
application package has been submitted. However, the Village is responsible for ensuring its water sources can
meet maximum daily demand with the largest well out of service. We noted in our August 19", 2024,
correspondence, “Five (5) well locations in the Worely well field area and a parcel along Stonegate Drive were
accepted by this department on January 19, 2024, via email. We have not received any updates on the status of
these accepted well locations and have received no further updates to additional well location approvals.” Our
office has still not received any significant updates regarding well source development, nor has our office
accepted any additional well locations. If additional well sources are proposed, these site plans should have
been submitted to our office for acceptance prior to submitting the formal application, which was due on March
31, 2025, but never received.

We are in receipt of the unofficial submission of plans for the storage tank, which is indicated as 30% complete,
and not intended to be a formal submission. As such, our office will not be reviewing this preliminary set of
plans but will instead wait for complete submission. As this is only 30% complete and was originally dated
September of 2024, what is the proposed date of submission, to both our office and NYSDOH, of the complete
water system improvement package?

Our office continues to be concerned with the lack of adequate water quantity in the Village, the continued
necessity of trucking in water (which should only be considered as a short term interim measure to supply
drinking water to the residents), and the continued growth that continues to increase the water demand. We
are looking forward to meeting in early May to discuss these concerns, and the actions proposed by the Village
to address them.

Regards,

ks e P
Sy

Steven Gagnon, M.P.H, P.E.

Principal Public Health Engineer
SG/PB

(- ] Alfred A. Fusco, Jr., P.E. (via email)
Jennifer Higinson, Fusco Engineering (via email)
Brian Smith, Fusco Engineering (via email)
Village Mayor (via email)
Isaac Ekstein, Village Official (via email)
Joel Stern, Village Official (via email)
Tracey O’Malley, NYSDEC (via email)
Aparna Roy, NYSDEC (via email)
Manju Cherian, NYSDEC (via email)
Brock Rogers, P.E. NYSDOH(via email)
Minzi Pan, P.E., NYSDOH (via email)
Thomas Cusack, WSP USA (via email)
Stacy Stieber, WSP (via email)
Chris Finnegan, H20 Innovation (via email)
Brandon Negron, H20 Innovation (via email)
File

Attachments
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SPECIAL REGULAR MEETING
AGENDA

1. Call to order
2. Mayor Comments
3. Correspondence:
e 322 Route 208 — Special Use Application
4. Public Comment
5. Resolutions
o Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove
authorizing the mayor to submit a Community Development Block Grant
(CDBG) Application for the fiscal year 2025.
o Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove
Fair Housing Resolution.
o Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove
negative declaration for CWSRF Grant Application.
o Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove
authorizing the Village Engineer to comply with the NYSDEC requiremenis
Jor the Merriewold Dam.
o Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove
autherizing the issuance of bonds in a principal amount not io exceed
542,926,000 to finance the construction of new sewage treatment plant and

1Un VAN ,U1V'7D W10 N U™ 1¥ IN7'10 42 71D fIN17i1 Y19 YOV IVUIN N VNV 1Y UA'UVUWNIL WTTY'7'11 1720 *T UNil 2024 117 I'N
DTININD 171 J2"VAIN YYIIONT 7711V T UNA

4. Resolutions

o Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove
scheduling a public hearing for July 14, 2025, to amend Water and Sewer
Rates for the Village of South Blooming Grove.

o Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove
declaring lead agency and negative declaration with regard 1o Water
Svstem Improvements in the Village of South Blooming Grove.

o Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove
authorizing the Mayor to sign an engagement letter with Munistat as
financial advisor for Water System Improvements

o Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove to
sign an engagement letter with Hawkins Delafield & Wood LLP as bond
counsel for Water System Improvements.

o Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove
sign an engagement letter with Scott Ugell, Esq. as legal counsel for Water
System Improvements.

o Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove
enler into an agreement authorizing Engineer Al Fusco to prepare
documents and plans for Water System Improvements.

o Resolution of the Village Board of the Village of South Blooming Grove
authorizing the Issuance of Bonds in a Principal Amount Not to Exceed
§92,700,000 to Finance the Construction Of Water System Improvements
in the Village, Stating the Estimated Maximum Cost thereof 892,700,000
and Appropriating Said Amount for Such Purpose.
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